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2000;	 Canales-Delgadillo	 &	 Scott-Morales	 2012);	 and	
the	limited	number	of	sightings	in	areas	other	than	those	
reported	previously	 (Wege	et al.	1993;	Berhstock	et al.	

























Here	 we	 report	 new	 distributional	 findings	 of	 the	
Worthen’s	sparrow	in	San	Luis	Potosi,	Mexico.	These	re-
cords	 constitute	 the	 southernmost	 sightings	 recorded	 in	
the	Mexican	High	Plateau	in	the	last	40	years.
We	conducted	bird	surveys	from	August	to	November	
2012	 and	 from	March	 to	November	 2013	 in	 the	muni-
cipalities	 of	Catorce	 and	Charcas,	 in	 an	 area	 known	 as	
the	“Zona	Ixtlera”	of	San	Luis	Potosi	(Fig.	1)	that	is	part	
of	Wirikuta,	a	protected	area	which	possess	a	high	bio-
diversity	 value	 because	 endangered	 plant	 species	 from	


















line	 transects	of	approximately	500	m	in	 length	 in	each	
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of	 the	nine	study	sites	 from	sunrise	until	approximately	
1100	GMT/UTC.
We	heard	 and	 sighted	 three	Worthen’s	 sparrow	ma-
les	during	the	morning	of	10	and	11	May	2013.	All	three	
individuals	were	 located	 in	an	area	of	 Izotal	dominated	
by	Yucca spp.	and	creosote	bush	where	the	shrub	height	
ranged	 from	1.4	 to	1.6	m.	The	 same	dates	we	captured	
three	individuals	in	nets;	two	on	10	May,	and	one	on	11	







ble	 2).	One	 of	 the	 captured	 individuals	 in	May	 had	 an	
enlarged	 cloacal	 protuberance,	 suggesting	 possible	 re-
productive	 activity.	 All	 three	 captured	 individuals	 we-
re	 marked	 with	 aluminum	 leg	 bands,	 provided	 by	 the	












The	 findings	of	 the	Worthen’s	 sparrow	 in	our	 study	
area	together	with	the	records	reported	in	the	internet	by	
Rene	Valdés	and	Cinthya	Ruiz	Heredia	(eBird	2012),	in-
creases	 its	known	distribution	range	66	 to	91	km	to	 the	
south.	 Previously	 published	 southernmost	 records	 for	
this	 species	correspond	 to	an	area	known	as	El	Manan-
tial	(Fig.	1,	Canales-Delgadillo	et al.	2012)	characterized	
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vation	 planning.	 First,	 the	 Worthen’s	 sparrow	 may	 be	
able	 to	use	more	habitat	 types	 than	previously	 reported	
Figure 2. Individual	Worthen’s	sparrow	captured	on	May	10,	2013.
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(see	 Scott-Morales	 et al.	 2008;	 Canales-Delgadillo	 &	
Scott-Morales	 2012).	 This	 species	 is	 considered	 to	 be	
closely	associated	to	habitats	where	Mexican	prairie	dog	
(Cynomys mexicanus)	 colonies	 exist,	 and	 therefore	 this	
bird	was	regarded	as	highly	restricted	to	the	shrub-grass-
land	areas	that	these	mammals	inhabit	(Scott-Morales	et 
al.	 2008).	 The	 records	we	 report	 here,	 and	 those	made	
by	Valdés	and	Riuz	correspond	 to	sites	where	 there	are	
neither	colonies	of	the	Mexican	prairie	dog	nor	areas	of	




ver,	 whether	 Izotal	 and	 microphylous	 shrubland	 lands-




lities	 such	 as	nomadic	movements	of	 some	 individuals,	
dispersal	irruptive	movements,	range	expansion	resulting	





individual	 with	 a	 cloacal	 protuberance	 which	 suggests	









species	 that	 inhabit	 in	 the	 area	 (Garza-Hurtado	 2011).	
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1 U 13 71 8.4 131 B00474 SGI 10/05/13 E	278451	N	2592736
2 U 12 71 8.7 138 B00467 SGI 10/05/13 E	278711	N	2592906
3 M 14 68 5.5 128 B00473 SGI 11/05/13 E	278711	N	2592906
4 M — — — — — GVG 01/06/13 E	274117		N	2579463
5 M — — — — — LCI 10/07/13 E	276059	N	2605635
6 M — — — — — LCI 10/07/13 E	276056	N	2605716
7 U 12 68 8 131 F00075 SGI 25/10/13 E	278500	N	2592989
8 U 12 70 8.6 131 F00063 SGI 27/10/13 E	278500	N	2592989
Footnote	table	2:	U	=	unknown,	M	=	male.	Sites	as	in	table	1.
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